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This comment is on behalf nI ‘he C ampasota I sir Oiu Shared Putter (LOSE I. a situ .panisau ci iso in soppun excel lent K. 2 education and presen C access. Ire us inst.

and meaningful content in our schools so that cvcr child has an opponunity to suecccd, COSE strongly endorses codifi ing protections for sexual orientation and
pettIer dciii ity under lie Pextosy Is a,sia II nolan Relations Act (Pit RA and the Pest on hvaitia Fair lidsicat iota I Oppnnutisii en Act P FE OA) Mop, i itg lie prnpused
reinalations would help protect 71000 LGUTO+ youth wI,s live in lie Ci tuitions’ ealils front discrimination and unfair educational praclices II

Study after tiudy indicates hat stigma attd diacriminal isti apt not LUu’rQ youth is a ubiquitous issue, leading to disparate 50cm—emit ional distress and mettlal health
outcomes. In fact, studies show that LGBTQ * youth, especially non-binary and transgendcr youth, ttavc higher rates ufmood and anxicty disorders (2, substance use
(3), and suicide 111 relative In their tictecote mat and ci sgcnder peern, lxi a reccnl nahinttal turvcy. a large majority of LU STQ * vaults reponod cxperieneiiig svmplnms
of anxiety (73%) and depression (58’ n), yct 6SF of those wit,, wanted mental healalt care in the past year were not ahlc in get it (5).

A littittiph Pentasyl vasia ‘a edsicat Final i tistictitions should havc an obligation in provide safe and affirming learning environments fir all students. LOU EQ students
us cnthtclmittgly repon experiencing harassment and assault became of their sexual orientation andbr gcnder identity. Recent data thow:

• LU HTQ * stt,de,tts in Penitsyls au’s ‘veer a mont twice as likely to repros being bullied both at school and neal ly titan tither students, according to data cit Ileeted
by the slate in 1010. The same daia cereal I (.VTQ * students dinproponionately report being threatened or injured with a weapon on school properly (6)

• In a 20(0 GLSEN National School Climate sun cv of LUBTQ m:ddle’ and high-schisal students, to’, of Pcttntylm aria n:udent, :etwr,ed cxpenen:tcg pbs steal
ansault at school bceaane ui either heir senual orirntion or gender espressiots in the yar pour thr nun cy Rrnpendentn atm reported experiences Sc itht sethal
harassment at seb sal due so their sexual ortentati,tn 71’.) or gender ci pression 156’ 1(71.

• In 2020 nun cy nf Pennsylvania Slate Ink crnity students. 22n of all studcnts rcponed hearing ins cnsiiive or disparaging remarkn ahitut t heir sexual orientaliott

sihi Ic iso campus. wlsslu 33”, if iltose w his density as ion—binary or gC:teer’i;oneonOrm irg mpooed the name (I).

• Ofeonrac, youth ii mb intcnecmior.al idontitien. such an Black, mdigenoon. and peupte ofeolor. peoe with host nociummonumic status, and homctenn l.GIITQ
‘siuth. are eseeizIly vulnerable to these eor,ecms Fur ir.aicttee. a recent siam repon shown that. wls,e iso sech data is cottee:cxL I he state’s I (sBTQ students of
color perceive Ic he subject ic esclusisinan di’csp::nm (9),

Several bil It pending in tic Penns Ivania legislature could exacerbate these ci’ncumn Fur instance, louse Bill 972 ss Itich would prolobtl transgcnster outts from
paniespattng or spans teams acco,dung to their grnder identity (ID). Th it hill x ould entrench discrimination in the lass — hut research sltoss s that the threat of enti—
LU U 10 legislal Fm poses a mental teal I Ii risk Fur these y oul It escit 55 ithoot Ii nali,’atiotn. More thait tss 0—thirds of LU 010’ yoiit It say debates about state laws itiletided
to lilt, it t hr rights of sransgeedcr and nonhtnary people base negatiscly itnpaetrd thcir mcntal health, according so a poll releascd by sIte Tres or Project (It).

‘I here is ala,, eaatsal evidence to osippon 1mm claim: One 2021 study found Isa, texts from LU B’l’Q I youth to a cnn in line tigitificant lv ittcreaaed In staten whore anti—
L.GSTQ’ legislation stas proposed (12)

At she same time, there it compelling ci idenee that I.UBTQ youth who I se in pIsces nnd attend schools mc iih issorc protective policies are less likely to experience
ictmntizaiiott 113), nubntaitee ste (111. atid allempl suicide 1151,

l,UUTQ+ ittdividuals across she Commonwealth thee discrimination and unfair educational practices from a yeutg age. contrihuling Ia their lugh rates of nneie
cm sututs sal di niress and meoia 1111 5C55. Yet the I’ll t\ atid (lie Ph EOA still do t titi expl ic lily tame sexuat isriettta twit atid gender ideitti C as protected c lansos. That meoits
tItan access so the proscesions of she Pt tRt\ and she PEEGA is ineonsaasrss. sod enforcement is rehians on prsoratinuon by she Penimyb atsia Itusoan Resasionc
Commissi ot, Fn,r tyese reasotus. C OSh s:rnsngly supports protcelt ne all LU flQ ‘ parsons from discrisxsi tsar iou: throeghnut the Cooxmottss cal iii uu:der Ire PIT R.’ and the
Pl’LOA.
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